THE  MOVEMENT IN THE SOUTH
dictated. It was when they were "resting" out of the line
that they got their military trainmg3 and many a time have
I heard the exclamations of delight from a company of
Requetes, informed when it "came out" that two machine-
guns were waiting for it. This meant a welcome addition
to the strength of the company, and also something
delightfully new to learn. For that was the spirit of the
Spanish volunteer in 1936.
The ready supply of volunteers, 300,000 in all, within
the first few months of the war, was the best proof that
the Army movement was really a national one. With the
Regular Army that meant some 500,000 young men under
arms in Nationahst territory, which had a population of
some twelve millions.
All these considerations, carefully weighed and checked
with all the private information which was at my disposal,
not only as regards the strength of the Patriots and the
powerful material which they would shortly possess, but
as regards the weakness and disorder among the Reds,
enabled me to send a lengthy article to be published in the
Daily Mail on August 10 giving it as my firm opinion that
the victory of General Franco was certain. Never at any
moment during the protracted winter campaign which
followed, nor during the period of hesitancy and un-
certainty in the early spring, did I feel any doubt as to the
accuracy of my statements. Set-back, I knew, there must
be. You cannot wage war without an enemy, and if you
have an enemy he must occasionally pull something off.
The Reds, by building up new corps of international
volunteers, many of whom were experienced soldiers,
might make the issue more costly and the progress of the
Nationalists slower, but I knew that they could never hold
up the march of the Nationahst regiments for longer than
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